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Status attainment: under this mechanism it is assumed that parents that marry at 

younger ages have lower educational attainment and socioeconomic achievement than 

parents that marry later. As a consequence, their children also have lower educational 

attainment and therefore, lower age at marriage. One of the reasons why this 

relationship holds is because school enrollment (i.e. student role) competes with the 

role of being a husband or wife. Hence, children that exit the educational system are at 

higher risk of entering into marital unions than children enrolled in school –the longer 

the school attendance, the higher the age at marriage–. An important consideration 

when applying this logic to the Mexican case is that the educational composition of the 

Mexican population is changing considerably. That is to say,        

     ages relatively younger than the median age at marriage. Thus, the 

relationship between educational attainment and marriage timing is complex and it 

might not be the same for children as it was for their mothers.

Social control: the majority of Mexican children co-reside with their parents until 

the time of marriage. This tradition facilitates parental supervision and interaction with 

children. In addition, mothers typically stay at home taking care of       

   the majority of children co-reside with both parents during their years in the 

parental come due to the low levels of separation and divorce. Therefore, parent-child 

co-residence encourages parental control over children, monitoring of their behavior, 

and the transmission of beliefs and attitudes from one generation to the next.

Early maturation: one of the consequences of parents’ low socioeconomic status 

on their children is in relation to low educational attainment, which is also related with 

an early entry into the labor market. It is relatively common for young adults to 

contribute to the household income when co-residing with parents, in so doing they 

begin preparing for their own independent family. Thus an early entry into the labor 

market facilitates an early entry into marriage as well. This is particularly true for 

young men, who traditionally have and still maintain the role of household provider.



Attitudes toward premarital sex, cohabitation and marriage: since parents who 113
married at a young age are more likely to have lower educational attainment, they 

are also more prone to have more traditional ideas about family issues; and 

conversely, parents who delayed marriage are more likely to have non-traditional 

ideas. Data from the National Survey of Family Planning conducted in 1995 show an 

important association between women’s age at marriage and the acceptance of 

premarital sex, cohabitation, and divorce –women married at older ages are more 

likely to approve of them relative to those who married at younger ages–. There is 

also a positive relationship between the age at marriage and the age that women 

consider as ideal to get married. Studies drawn on data from the Panel Study of 

Mothers and their Children in the Detroit Metropolitan Area in the U. S. and from the 

British Household Panel Survey in the U.K. have found considerable 

intergenerational transmission of attitudes toward family issues (e.g., Axinn and 

Thornton, 1993; Murphy and Wang, 1998; Barber, 2000). Therefore, positive 

attitudes toward earlier or later marriage are likely transmitted from mothers to 

children, and such attitudes have effects on children’s marriage timing.
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Children’s Marriage Timing: I conceptualize marriage broadly to include consensual 

unions in addition to the more traditional understanding. Even though  contains 

respondent’s marital histories that separate marriages and consensual unions, the unit 

of analysis of this paper is the children of  respondents and for them the question of 

interest refers broadly to union, which includes both marriage and consensual unions. 

This limitation is not too problematic, because, independently of data availability, a 

majority of previous research studies have grouped these two models together as both 

are socially recognized and have coexisted in Mexico since colonial times, and is similar 
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to other countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.1 Therefore, while I often refer 

to the risk of “marriage” it solely out of convenience,       !    

  union at a given age. 

Mother’s Age at First Marriage: while the data include respondents’ complete 

marital and consensual union histories, I do not distinguish between these two types of union 

but consider them together. For simplicity I refer to it as marriage. 116 "# $% &'
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 # ! ! # *         +  that grouped age at marriage into four categories 

according to its quartiles and  /  4      these categories showed 

a linear relationship between mothers’ age at marriage and children’s risk of 

marriage. In addition, the linear measure was the most parsimo       

 6!#   7 %<=>).

Children’s Educational Attainment: because educational attainment was collected 

as part of the household questionnaire, it is not available for children not coresiding 

with their mother. Therefore, I approximated a time-varying measure of educational 

attainment by using children’s age and two questions answered by the 

 +?#!      @G?J //

leave school?” Thus, I assigned four categories of the educational attainment 2 

according to the typical age at which each level is achieved, assuming no grade 

retention, skipping or interrupted educational trajectories. I select this measure rather 

than a continuous variable of years of schooling because, under the ideational change 

argument, it may be the level of education, and not the years of schooling, responsible 

for exposing young men and women to nontraditional ideas, alternative role models, 

or   !     !   

Children’s School Enrollment: I used a time-varying dummy indicating the years 

enrolled in school. The last year of enrollment was assigned one year before the 

reported age of leaving school. I also construct this measure by assuming no grade 

retention, skipping or interrupted educational trajectories. Despite the assumptions 

and limitations of this measure, its inclusion is important because it has been found 

that when enrolled in school, men and women have a lower risk of getting married and 

thus it is an important variable to control for in my investigation. Moreover, its 



inclusion is essential to isolate the effects of educational attainment from school 

enrollment.

Mothers’ Years of Schooling: in the case of the respondents, I took advantage of an item 

that asks for the “highest grade completed” in addition to the basic question of “educational 

level”, which allows me to measure years of schooling. I prefer this measure because nearly 

90% of mothers report an educational attainment of primary schooling (grades 1-6) or zero 

years of schooling; thus, a categorical speci- 117
         !  !     #  *  !!       

         <=> criterion.

Children’s Labor Force Participation: respondents were asked two questions 

regarding their children’s labor force participation: “Has your child ever worked?” and 

“At which age did he/she start to work?” I used these questions to create a time!!Z 

    [ " measure serves as a proxy of children’s capability of becoming 

independent from their parents, and in the case of daughters of their exposure to a 

nontraditional life trajectory. 

Mothers’ Labor Force Participation: the  collected respondents’ work status and 

occupation at the time of the survey. Using this information would be problematic 

because it requires the assumption that the respondent’s work status is constant  

        *    force at the time of or directly following 

marriage and/or childbearing. Instead, I use the question: “Have you ever worked?” to 

create a dummy variable indicating a positive answer. While this is not an ideal 

measure, within the context of intergene   *!   $ * 

  traditional ideas.

Locality of Residence: the size of the area of residence is available for the 

respondent at the time of survey. The measure is dichotomous: 1) localities with less 

than 2,500 inhabitants, and 2) localities of 2,500 or more inhabitants. The second 

category is considered an urban setting. Although this measure requires the 

assumption of constant place of residence for both mothers and children, its inclusion 

is impor     ! urban settings than rural (e.g., Gómez de León, 2001; Parrado and 

Zenteno, 2002; Quilodrán, 2001; Solís, 2004; Echarri and Pérez Amador, 2007; Ojeda, 

2007; Pérez Amador, 2008). The measure also serves as proxy of contextual and 

normative environment. 

Living arrangements: since the majority of Mexican young adults live in the 

parental home until they marry, the inclusion of this variable in the analysis is 118 important. 

Young never-married adults living independently do represent a special 
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group of the population. Co-residence with parents is particularly high for women; 

for instance, 80% of never married women 15-29 years old were living in the parental 

home in 1995 (PérezAmador, 2004). Therefore, I used two questions “Does your child 

co-reside with you?” and “At which age did he/she stop living with you?” to create a 

time-varying dummy variable indicating if the children did not co-reside with their 

mother.

Children’s Birth Cohort: respondents’ children were born between 1960 and {|}~J

 #  •!                   #     

 "    ween 1960 and 1969; in the second are children born 

between 1970 and 1980. Previous research has found no real difference in marriage 

timing among cohorts born before 1970 (e.g., Parrado and Zenteno, 2002). However, 

there is controversy about the existence of recent family changes such as the delay in 

motherhood and the increase in consensual unions among cohorts born in the 1970s. 

Number of Siblings: previous research has found that the number of siblings is 

inversely related to the age at marriage. Therefore, I include in the analyses a 

continuous variable indicating the number of siblings. In preliminary analyses, I exami  

         '         parsimonious according to the BIC criterion. 

In Table 1, I show the respondents’ characteristic as listed above and children’s 

characteristics by sex. The majority of children (around 75%) are between 20 and 24 

years of age. Most of them are still enrolled in school (around 80%) and the levels of 

educational attainment are fairly similar between men and women. The proportion of 

son’s with work experience is substantially higher than that of daughter’s (i.e., 83% 

versus €•‚&      *  society. Finally, the proportion of sons and 

daughters already married by the time of survey is 36% and 47%, respectively.
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The results of Model 3, therefore, suggest that mothers’ age at marriage provides 

a fairly uniform negative effect on daughters’ risk of marriage, net of both mothers’ and 

daughters’ education and labor force participation characteristics. "!   !     

     tics, there are other forces associating mothers’ and daughters’ marriage timing. I 124 
can only speculate on cultural aspects, such as attitudes towards family formation 
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or gender roles, which might be transmitted from one generation to the next. Because 

these kinds of unobserved characteristics, as well as other socioeconomic 

characteristics not available in the data set, could be correlated with both mothers’ 

and$    !tionship. For this reason, in Model 4, I consider the existence of 

unobserved heterogeneity by adding a random-effect term, which contemplates 

dependence among the risk of marriage of different children of the same mother. I 

expect the unobserved  !       allows observing whether mothers’ 

age at marriage still has effects on daughters’ risk of marriage.
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When analyzing family patterns in several countries in Latin America, inclu- 129
ding Mexico, Fussell and Palloni (2004) suggested that social and economic change in 

the region is not necessarily incompatible with stable family trends due to the  !  $

 $J   !! that differences in marriage timing are not only due to socioeconomic 

factors. Holding both mothers’ and children’s education constant, the age at which 

mothers get married has an effect on their children’s age at marriage –suggesting that 

young men and women from all educational backgrounds are receptive of parents’ 

behaviors and,possibly, attitudes towards family formation–. Qualitative and 

quantitative studies about attitudes toward gender roles within the family in Mexico 

have found educational differentials regarding whether women should work outside 

the home, but educational differences are minor regarding whether or not they 

should marry and what the ideal age to do it is (Quilodrán, 2001; García and Oliveira, 

2006). The strong family ties between parents and children could facilitate the 

endurance of these beliefs.
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