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GEORGE J. GATGOUNIS I

Although hope for drscover%/ IS hr?h among some archeolo-
grstslPhrlrstme sources for their history, law; and politics are
ot yet extant.2 Currently, the fullest srngle source for stud
the Philistines is the Helirew Bible.3The tomposition, trans rs
sion, and historical point ofvrew otthebrblrca record however,
are outsrde the\ﬁarameters of this stud X (ffocuso this study
1S not ow or why the Hebrews chronicled the Philistines_the
way they did, butwhat they wrote about the Philistines. This
stu Cy 1S a capsule of the biblical record. Historical and archeo-

?r al al usrons are, however rnterspersed to inform the biblj-
cal record. According to the Hebrew Bible, the Philistines mi-
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314 GEORGE J. GATGOUNIS I

rated from Crete establrshed their own cultural and political
| entrtY] W(?I’S |ppe their own pantheon, and maintained their
nationhood until 605 B.C.

THE ORIGINé

HE PHILISTINES -
R ?

1

The Point of Origin
Biblical Evidence

A cordrn? to the Hebrew Bible, the Philistines migrated

from Caphtor - that | |s Crete (Jer. 47:4: Amos 9:7; Gen,

Deut, 2:23; | Chron. 1:12)4In two passages gf Ez. 25:16; Zeph.

25,6 consider also the phrase "Négeb of the Charethites” in'ls.

glol 42, the plural form “Philistines™appears in s Xnon mous par-
eli

lism with "Charethites.” The “Charethites” | thee assa es
may e n, Crefans.> Moreover, the Akkadian words d scrrbrn%
the Philistines in Assyrian texts are pilistu and palastu - name
that are not Semitic fut Indo-European.

I\JOO

Graeco-Cretan Evidence

The similarity of material culture between the Philistines
and Myceneans is compelling.6 Philistine pottery is Mycenean

Eaghtorwa Cret not CaPTPadocra For a brief discyssion that Caph-
tor is Crete not a]p ocra compare Trude Dothan AN0 Moshe Dothan,
Bﬁ Ieof he Sea eSearcP for te Phrlrstwes étNew York: Macrgrllan PU-
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I1C: b in style (post 1500 B.C.),7not Minoan (3000 B.C. to 1500
B.C.).8The Philistine bichrome ware i distinctive; however, Tru-
de Dothan and Moshe Dothan argue for an earlier migration of
a smaller number of Sea Peoples because of discoveries of mo-
nochrome ware.9

Further materjal evidence underscores the Philistines' Ae-
tr*rean connectron The mrIrtary title salis apPIred to chariot war-
10rs may rmpny the t ree-manned chariqt (cf, Ex. 147 D All
triads rnte 0jan War were on the Trojan side. 1 The Philjs-
trnes rstrn urshrng mark was the feather headdress and the
round shield, These ag pear on the Phaistos Drsc Imports from
Crete dating to the lat MrddIeMrnoanIIIperro an therefore
the seventeenth century B.C.DFurther, the way Goliath carried
his javelin | sIung betweéen hjs shoulders” (I Sam. 17:5-7) and en-
gaged in single combat implies Aegean practices.B

7 Trude Dothan an dMo? e Dothan ctwatee rCh/l cenean Ihl errodgrom
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Egyptian Evidence

Egyptian records describe Ramses |1I's successful relpulsmn
of theinvading "Sea Peoples," which included the Philistines
Tjekkar, and Daneans.” The. invasions, of the Sea Peoples resul-
ted In the downfall of the Hittite Empire, mcludmg the destruc
tion of the H|tt|te ca ital. Hattusas, and the city of Ugarit. g
Parently Ramses 11 and the Philistine Ieadershtp contracte for
he coastal plain_east of the ShePh elah, The ™Story of Wen-
amon” dates the invasion/colonization of the southern coast of
Palestine to the 11th centyry. Of course, Philistine hegemony
over the eastern coastal plain’without the acquiescence of V?l
would have been impossible. The Egyptian narrative of Wen-
amon, which dates to the early 11th cg turZ describes the Philis-
tine domination of the codsf of the eastern Mediterranean
through its powerful fleet. Further, the Wen-amon scroll records
another constituent of the "Sea Peoples," the StkkelsorTéekkar
t%kr) who_ successfully invaded and defended the coastal city
Dor. Having a formidable fleet of their own, the Sikkel trav
eled to the Phiognician coastal cites, Tyre, Sidon, and Byblo
Another EgXQttan recor t e Onomasticon of Amenemope
mentions A "Gaza,” "Asher” “Sherdan,”
"Sikkel," and " h,,lleshet The ﬁrstt hree references are Philis-
tine ities; “Asher” refers to thﬁlsraehte tribe which_settled in Ac-
co; Sherdan, Sikkel, and Pileshet are references to Sea Peoples.

The Time of Migration

The dlfferences between the Egyptlan wall reljefs at Kamak
Medinet Habu imply the approXimate time of arrival of the
Ph|||stmes in Palestine”in force.I7 Depictions of Merneptah’s
campaigns in Canaan in 1207 B.C. appear on the wall relief in

[1] A Witson, fransl. in Ancient Near Eastern Texé% ed. James B.
Pritc ard (Prmceton Prmceton Univ. Pres? 1969), p;f

ohanan Aharqni. “An Account of'the Tsraelite Occupation of Ca-
naan BAAGne 19823 bo12d

brahar%eggsalts Olllgfmgescrlt#]asathe (i | (eBrerf\r' r&}t gln nw %ar |ca[
Commentary on Gene5|s ICC? dp urgn T. & 1. Clark; 19 0), g
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the temple of Kamak in Thebes. Combatants a%arnst the Eqgyp-
tians in this relief do not don distinctive Philjstine headgearand
clothrn? Assuming the Philistines donned the same distinctive
wear at this trme tager concludes the Philistines arrived after

1207 B,C.BDepictions of Ramses 11I's repulsion of the “Peleset”
or Philistines in 1175 B.C. a nearon the wall relief of Medinet

Habu.9Ramses |11 described the invaders as a confederatron of
‘S‘mrsrg]rstzréres Tjeker [Sikils], Shekelesh, Denyefn] and We-

The Territory of Disembarkation

The Philistines embarked upon a proxrmateIY two hupdred
square miles of territory, extending from Joppa to Gaza.Z The
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country side surrounding the five cites incjuded sand dunes on
the immegiate coast and heavy alluvial soil inland. East of the
beaches the land is extremely fertile - among the richest and
most desirable agrarian real eState in the ancient Near East. The
five key Philistine cities, the Pentaﬁolls included Ashkelon,
Gaza, Ashdod, Gath, and Ekron. Ashkelon wag directly on the
sea_coast. Gaza and Ekron although a few miles inland, built
their own seaports. Gath and Ekror were inland.

Implications of the Biblical Record

The Hebrew Bjble does not analyze the political and le alss
tem of the thY|st|nes But, the bi Ilcaﬁ re%oré |mppes a%t y
archy composed of five ' ktngs (ct. | Sam. 29:1-7), each ru mq
hIS own city with its surrounding V|IIages and count side (cf
g In_coptradistinction”to ancjent Near Edstern rec

ords?Zth biblical recordd scribes aun|f|ed Philistia, AIthong
autonomous |nterna y eac |ng operate asgarto acenta
executive bod y gn un|¥ Ph||| tia militar|
wartime (cf. ['Sa 511 Sam Perhaps the P I
tine city-states unjted against a common enem as the tnbes ot
Israel United against a common enemu( in th ﬁenod
The means of agpomtment of the five king whe er eredi-
tar%/ democratiC, or executive appomtment IS unknown.

Whether a single executive functioned as commander-in-chief is
also unknown. Further, the five klngs were not only CIVI| admin-
istrators hut also reI|g|ous P0sses mo both political and cere-
monial functions, thefive personed o %arch couId offer sacri-
fices to the Philistine pantieon (cf. Ju. Y

Unpublished lecture notes, Professor S "Philistines/'
AnuézntNear Easternﬂwtory Sgnra and Panggvttneg Ct(e) Att%xgnder the Great,
Harvard University, April 4, s,
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Comparisons of Historical and Biblical Records
Ancient Amphictyonies Compared

Martin Noth defines an am hrctyong/ as a Iearque of semi-au-
tonomous smaller states bound in"a ut revolving around a
common shrine. Bound m a politico-rel |tg|ous contract the
member states agreed to protect the cen ral shrine. Noth's
cookre cutter” aradr m of Six and. twelve mem eramphrct 0-
nies, however, i ubrous Nothing in the Hebrew Bible or réla-
ted historical records strpulates constituencies of six or twelve.
To be sure the Hebrew Bible records twelve Ishmaelite tribes
5151I) twelve Edomite tribes (Gen. 36:10-14), and
{ elve Horite trjbes gGen 36:20-28). Conversely, the Hebrew BI-
ble records coalition$ of five Mesopotamian kings, Sodom, Go-
morrah, Admah Zebonm and Bel %en 14:1ft), five * krngs of
Midian" (Num. 31:8 [)frve kings of the Amorites Josh. 10:5),"and
frve sons of Judah (I Ch
~ (reek and Etruscan am hrctronres appear in reIated histo-
rical records Some of these ancient amphh/ctronres ad twelve
members, others did not. The Del phic lgagle, revol vrng around
the temple ofDemeteratAmphela nearThermo lag, h dtwelve
constit ent?]24T e Achaean League, accord |n t(? erodotus,
a arent ad twelve members.5The Helikian Samrkonran
ea ues h derthersrx or twelve constituents. Livy chronicles the
Etruscan Lea%rue in |taly composed of twelve constituents.

In the Helikian League’ development, however, its nine 10-
nic city-constituents built a temple to Poserdon near Ephesus.
The Kalaurian Ieague had, seven members — Nauplia, Prasia,
Hermrone Epidaufos, Aiginia, Athens, and Orchomenos.Z7 Dur-

2z Each of the foIJoergworlﬁ presup oses Noths thesis t hat the He-
brew tri es |n he erig {gét J0S u com an am)n |ctyonf¥

C. Kuht, t osr '055] |chmo 97
John Brr ht ISO N K Cottwald A
2 70 Bru egonal Rahthen

Light.to. the on ew o p 'op. 1
P%hirstrne an He rwAm }ct onl sppJNES 20:100-104 9659)
% g 1953), p. 44,

AD. Lar en, The E |’hD f :
zstES Zb 1@65 op. 1 0?d nglish Dictionary (Oxfo

5 Livy, |V 3
21 Starbo, |V 842.
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ing the life of the Boeotian League (776-387 B.C.), the constit-
uents numbered_ten, eleven or twelve members. The Lykian
League, as described by Strabo and evidenced by numismatics,
had“a membership of twenty-three cities.

Despite some. similarity between the Philistine polrtrcal
structure and ancient amphrcn{onres the term "oligarch y
ter describes the Philistine political_structure because ol |gar-
chy” lacks the Aegean lonian, and Estruscan overtones Viola-
ting Noth’s paradjgm of six or twelve mem er amR hyctionies,
the'biblical record never includes more than five constituents in
the Philistine oligarchy. The Bogotian Boeotarchs and the Etrus-
can Lucumones Tuled their jurisdictions with combined execu-
tr%/e Iegfrslatrve and Hdrgrhallp?wermlAtlt riu hn(% trace of separ-
ation 0f powers in iljstine poli rca ructure a rs rn
the biflical records, r?and now the Philistine olig arcreg shared
exegutrve legislative, and judicial power remains to be discov-

Unlike the unified oligarchy in the biblical record, (the Philis-
trnes rn the biblical record were generally at war) historical re-
cords es%rrbeadrvrdedPhrIrstrarntheErghth ard Seventh cer]-
turies. Ashkelon, for instance, revolted agarnst Assyrian vassal-
rIreun er Yamani, amanr In Akkadian 15 “lonian,""perhaps the
i Iefor(?Greekwho re aced the revrousvassal Confederating
wrt udah, Edom, and Moab against Assyria, Yamani was exr-

by Sargon I along with hrs Jewish allies. More generally,
Stager remarks about Philistine disunity:

The Phrlrstrnes never reall had unrfred polrtrcal actron One
g would 80 with one power and anather rng with anot er
ey seemed_ to have %rte a degree of independence like the
oenecian city-states. The smallér but very rich coastal states...
ould unite depending on interests.d

kin
The
Ph

g%‘auﬁy alhs'ioemrlra frstrne Amphrct (unpublished PBD disser-
%n%r Unrversry Unrversry Mrcror(?mys Inc., Ann Arbor Mrcﬁ
0
ncien h

I
Fr)rpublrshedlecure notes, Professor Lawrence Stager, Phhlrstrnes
nt Near Eastern H ||s %ry S5yr|a and Palestine to Alexander t e Great,
University, April 25, 199
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Israelite and Egyptian Federalism Compared

In_lsrael, the riohtrcal super-structure, composed of the
ruling judges or the Tater monarchs, did not have a solutepower
(compare the story of Naboth’s vineyard, IKgs 2) hrtelam
sees the segmentar?/understructure of Israel ord ere gy amry
Kgs.14:6; Deut 24:16: Jer. 3
141 20 18:10-20), clan” law, and sacral faw. The ap eate
system included three tiers - the lower "court" was the ater-
f milias, clan or town councils of elders constituted the imme-
diate ap{;ae late court and local Levitical prrests could hear
further appeals.d eutrmate court of appeal was the ruIrn%
judge or onarch (cf. [ Kgs. 3:16- 283 Neither the aterfamrlra
northe suBremeexecutrve In Israel cou |mposec pital punish-
ment (Deut. 22:13-21: | Kgs. 21:1-2 2 Trude Dothan extra-
Polates that the Philistine social organization was a military aris-
ogracy hecause of the ' suFerb military organjzatiop, fighting
anility, and weaponry that allowed them’to dominate IarderROR
ulations."2 Militarily, the Phrlrstrnes were ordanrzed un-
dreds and thousan s accord |n%to the hiblical record (| Sam
But precisely how the undgrstructure of the Phi rstrnes
society compared to the Israelites”is unknown.

HOw th esuperstructure of the Philisfines’society compared
to the Israelites’ and Egyptians’ |srmperfectl¥ known. In gypt
the single supremeexecutrve Pharaoh had the prerogatrv 5 of
dertﬁ ewas god In Israel tesugremeexecutrvew s subject
to¢ ecks and aancesg f. Dt 3 The Israelite king coyld
notunr ateraIIR/ effect th death penalty (I Kgs. 21). How the Phi-
rstrneorgarc fit into_ the PO rtrcal owerspectrum of ancient
Near Eastern cultures is only speculation. The_ biblical record,
however, never implies a single Supreme executive of Philistia.

3 But com are JacobSauthorrty to_impose aﬁrtal punrshmehto Ju-
rn Genesrs K eith |t lam, The Just K |9 Monarchical Judicial
orrty In Ancient Isre e red JSOT Pr ess, 19 If)
YaIe%Trr\rjedrgrtDOF}Peasg T rs rnesandTherr terial Culture (New Haven:
[aton fraNorman K, GothaId Tribes ofYahweh: ASocroI%g%ofthe Re-
Irgrogr} of Liberated Israel, 1250-1050 B.C. (Maryknoll, N.Y.. Otbis Books,
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THE PHILISTINES’ REL|G|8NSHHPOW AND WHAT DID

The Philisting pantheon included Dagon, Baal, and Ashte-
e

I
0 th Th Ph|| stings constructed temples In Gaza gud 16:21
23-30), Ashdod %S 1-7), and ethshan (I Chron. 10:10; |
Sam. 31 102 telrgod of ram Dagon. T { built a femple in
Ekron to the storm ngo I K%s 1:1-16.). Herodotus
records the}g built a teniple in Ash elon 1o Ashteroth gcf | Sam.
%%nt? e names ' Ashtaroth,” “Baal,” and "Dagon” are
|

ic, not. Indo-European.d. Ugon mteractm with their
Canaanife nelghbors the PhilistineS may have ad E)ted Semitic
names for their pantheon, Alternatively, the Philistines may
have ado ted Canaanite deities.

hilisting cult allowed both “laity” and ° nob|I|ty to of-
fer sacr|f|ces to the pantheon— kings” (ﬂJud 16;23) and "peo-
ple” sacrifice. (I Sam 6:2-9). The Philistines’ "prlessand V-
ners’ reco njzed ter deifjes be3|des the|r wn (I Sam. 51 -
0:18.) At thePh| |stmeoc?arcGycapture tear they moved
|tfromtetem e of A ath, then from Gath to Ekron
| Sam. 5:3-12). TheoI| archy then sought out the counsel of the
eligious commumt)( rlests and_diviners” (I. Sam. 6:2).
According to theblb |cth|st rians, the Philistine refigious cq
munlt reco mze aJurls |ct|on onahweh beyond e territo-
ria] limits of’Y ahwehism ( 6:3-9), ootherhtston%al rec-
ords jllumine the how the P |I|stmes Viewed the reason for and
act of returning the ark,

The Philistines’ religious racttces included the wearmd of
amulets and soothsa m So t s mg was a normal Philistine
rell |ous expressmn ) Philisting warriors carried 1dols to
battle (Il Sam. 5:21). Un é the religious experience of males in
surroundin cultures, th Philistines did not practice circumci-
sion of any kind (Jud. 15:8; 1 Chron, 10:4.). Edomites, Ammon-
ites, Moajites, Istalites a nd Egyptians pfacticed some kind of
circumeision (Jer. 9:25, 26).%

A Herodotus 1.105.
feHartmut_Schmorel "Der Name DaEan in Der tht Dagan (Bor-
naLe|p2|% Uﬂllvﬁrsd atstver ag von Rohert Noske, 1928), pp. 9-11,
ecture notes, Professor Lawrence Stager, Phhllstmes
AnmentNear Eastern H'Stoﬂ ggrla and Palestine to Alexander e Great,
Harvard University, March
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THE CONCLUSION OF PHILISTINE NATIONHOOD - HOW
DID THEY END?

The Zenith of Philistine Hegemony

The Hebrew Bible rmplres that Philistine power climaxed
under amue S udgpes Ip.. Philistine hegemony expanded over
Israel. So mych so hilistine heqemones forbad_blacksmiths in
Israel. Israglites had to hire Ph rstrne blacksmiths to sharpen
their farm rmplements (I Sam. 13:

Following their vrctorres at Eben -zer and Aphek they took
Shiloh and ddvanced up the V arrs to ta e Megiddo and
Bethshean Sl Sam. 4; Jer. 7:12-14 ecause Ph rIrs
tine garrisons were stationed in the heart of ebrew territor
sam. 10:5; 13:3, 23), the Hebrews 1ou ht a life-tenured ¢ m
mander in- chre 0 Ian ere rtaré ru In tr}:]astje tt)vkerasitcalndrnP
rofessional arm e first king of Israe
gontenn erth t)heP [ﬂstrnest rouglhout rs% ;

orty year reign,
losing hrs life In the conflrct (I Sam vy g

The Attrition with Judah

David played the role of both friend and. foe with the Philis-
tines. Un dg gau srer n, Davrd krIIs the Philistine champion (I
Sam. 171 f L ter flees from Saul GI Sam.. 18:8:" 19:18:
20:33: 22:1:72 ing refuge with the Phillstine krng of Achish
8s a mercenary g When David was, crowned King in, Ju-
dah, the house'o SauI continued fo rergn in the northern tribes
for seven years - perhap hg Philistings relaxed their hostilit

[
with Judah to promote the division (Il Sam. 3:1). David even-

wBecause Samuel records h t the ha}d of %olra ths s ear Was iron,

some extra oate th Philisti rough H %rc ? iron
weapon. m rngn anaan rom t e F gean. A g zﬂ rlro
h oquctjon at this trme | ot rme $S f]b ronze wa still “the mea
choice Tor Weaponr Tt e eleventh ce n] ¥ E Trude Dothan arl<
MoshePotha Search fo ePhrIrstrnes New Yor
Macmillan PuBIrs mpare Jy

Er r%zgesaﬁ herrpMaterraPCuIture New Haven:

ol

Trude.Dath T(%
Yaleﬁnnrtersertyoﬁre%g 1
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tually took Gath (I Chron, 18:1) and Ekron (I Chron. 18:1). Sol-
omon brought Gaza, Ashdod. and Ashkelon under his hegemonr
| Kgs. ) haraoh | aterleveled Gezerand gave the ruins'to So
mon (I’Kgs. 9:16).3
David's successors and the Philistines experienced a ﬁolmcal

tug of war, Jehoshaphat exacted tribute from Gibbethon but
Bdasha cou|d not (I Chron. 1 23 The Philistines raided Jeho-
rams instaljations. (I Chron, 2 17). Uzziah tyrned the tide
— he mvaded Ph|||st|a successfully, destroying their fortifica-
tl%ns and bUI mg his own, including Ga Chron. 2

az su fered from Philistine. retalidtory attacks gll Chro
gs 1 3)428 32). But Hezekiah was able to retake Gath (i

—~——

The Babylonian Captivity

Portents of the Philisting debacle came in the reign of the
Assyrian kmg Adad Nirayl g810 -182 B Cg who boastéd collec-
tlve tnbutefom them (cf . 25:20; Amos 1.6-8;. Zeph 2:4; Ze-

Sargénn km r|a oasied of his conquest of
Ashdod in 7128.C. on hewa {ofhis palace:

| hesie r%ed {andg conquered the cities of Ashdod, Gath, and
Ashdud|m declared amamsd |mades his wife, his’ fhl|
dren, all the Possessmns and treastres of his palace as well as
the inhabitants of hig country as booty .. | installed an officer of
mine over them and declaréd them As%nan citizens and they
pulled [as such] the straps [of my yoke]

The Neo-Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzarcagtur ed, deloort
ed, and relocated’the Philistines in Babylon in 605 B.C, Ph stla
%nsd (J#dah enemies for seven centuries, fell together (cf. Zeph

and People ofthe Sea - The Search for
the PI%J |d D( E/S &Mgépneilf)aﬂ%%hsh?gCo 19923)p 182,
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CONCLUSION - THE PHILISTINE LEGACY

The slur “Philistine/' meaning smugly uncultured, does not
suit the legacy of this culture. Thé Philist |ne invasion of Canaan
was a military triumph. AdeRth of creati ¥b|ossomed into the
Philjstine material culture. The Philistine religion motivated cul-

tural development (Ju. 16:29; 1 Sam 52 ). The internecing con-
flict with Judah, Assyria, and. Babylon denved from the Philis-
tine comm|tmentto natmnq] inde pe g ence. The scholarly com-
munity awaits the acyt at "Linear h|I|st|netexts are disco-
vered ofurtherunlo kthesecrets th| remarkable people and
vindicate their legacy.





